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PANTHERS TAKE DEFEAT
The Men’s basketball team lost against 
Belmont 77-64 in its game Wednesday 
night at Lantz Arena. 
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BAKERY BOOST
Java Beanery and Bakery began 
selling pastries from Country 
Cheese and more Wednesday. 
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By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
Local officials weighed in on re-
marks made by Gov. Bruce Raun-
er during his annual State of the 
State Address and a Senate Pack-
age that could provide higher edu-
cation funding Wednesday.
State rep. for the 110th district 
Reggie Phillips (R) said the gov-
ernor moved toward a bipart i -
san direction in his speech and he 
knows the governor will have to 
work with Democrats and Repub-
licans to move Illinois in this di-
rection.
“We’re all working toward a bet-
ter team, spirit, individualism,” he 
said. “I think in 2017-2018 (I’m) 
excited to see the Senate working 
together.”
Phillips said this is indicative 
of what he calls a “new spirit” in 
Springfield, and that over the next 
thirty days, “positive things” are 
coming.
Attempts to reach State Sen. 
Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) after 
Rauner’s speech were unsuccess-
ful, but in a statement, the senator 
said Illinois needs “real change.”
“Not change that simply asks 
taxpayers to pay more, without 
significant reform to our econom-
ic policies and cutting our spend-
ing,” Righter said. “Rather, change 
that balances our budgets and tru-
ly encourages economic growth 
and job creation.”
In the statement, he said Raun-
er  out l ined hi s  v i s ion for  th i s 
change.
“I hope this new General As-
sembly can set a new tone that the 
days of problem solving are now 
here,” Righter said.
To add to c la ims of  bipar t i -
sanship, a Senate package being 
called a “grand bargain” has been 
put forth by Senate President John 
Cullerton, D-Chicago and Senate 
Minority Leader Christine Radog-
no, R-Lemont. 
This package would include tax 
increases,  gambling expansion, 
pension reforms and would allo-
cate an additional $1.1 billion to 
higher education, according to the 
Herald and Review.
This  inc ludes  $11.2 mil l ion 
that would go to Eastern.
Glassman said the $11.2 mil-
lion would allow the university to 
rehire several staff positions, make 
needed improvements to campus, 
restore faculty development travel 
and implement suggestions from 
the vitalization project. 
For the Senate package to be-
come  l aw,  a l l  14  Sena te  Bi l l s 
would need to be approved by the 
Senate, House and Rauner.
“This will not be an easy task 
to accomplish, but I am hopeful it 
will be achieved,” Glassman said.
If the package were to be sent to 
the House, Phillips said he would 
not vote for the package as it is 
currently written.
“Not  in  i t s  p re sent  fo rm,  I 
could not support it,” he said. “...
In its present form, it’s going to 
have to be reworked.”
Phillips said while the bill does 
have pension reforms, he needs to 
see that there will be a guarantee 
in a billion dollar savings before 
he votes on it.
He said while he was willing to 
sign up on an income tax hike, it 
“can’t be as much as they’re ask-
ing” in the grand bargain.
“ We have  to  couple  i t  w i th 
some cuts, and that’s what they’re 
working on there, where can they 
find the cuts?” he said. 
He sa id  he  d id  not  want  to 
put families living in his district 
through these higher taxes.
“I have to think about the en-
t i re  dis t r ic t ,  I  can’t  just  think 
about one part of my constituen-
cy,” he said.
In Rauner’s  speech,  he men-
tioned that helping world-class 
research universities such as the 
University of Illinois and South-
ern Illinois University is critical to 
the state’s success. 
However, he did not mention 
any of the other state’s nine pub-
lic university systems, which have 
had to  re ly  on emergency and 
stopgap funding measures as a re-
sult of the budget impasse.
Phillips said he noticed and was 
offended by the fact that the gov-
ernor did not talk about Eastern.
“He should have included other 
universities (in his speech),” Phil-
lips said. 
Local officials talk state of state address
by Chrissy Miller
Administration reporter | @DEN_Newsdesk
The Student Senate swore in 14 
new senators and heard a speech 
from each candidate running for 
Speaker of the Senate at their meet-
ing Wednesday.
Student Senators JaLisa Smith 
and Felicia Wagner were both nomi-
nated for the position.
 “Three things I want to work 
on for Student Government are 
the mental aspect, the internal as-
pect and the external aspect,” Smith 
said. “All students should know and 
see that there is a Student Govern-
ment.”
The experiences Smith said make 
her a good candidate for the posi-
tion include being involved in Greek 
life, serving two semesters as inter-
nal affairs committee chair for Stu-
dent Senate, being the panther shut-
tle coordinator and being the Uni-
versity Police Department’s graduate 
assistant.
“The length of time I have been 
in Student Government has afford-
ed me the opportunity to see the 
ups and the downs of Student Gov-
ernment so I know what will work, 
what won’t work, what worked for 
some speakers and what did not 
work for some speakers,” Smith said.
Smith said she plans to get more 
people involved in Student Gov-
ernment through her other involve-
ments.
“It’s all about using your resourc-
es. I will pull from every resource 
I’m involved in,” Smith said. “Even 
going back to talk back to the old 
senators, because like I said I’m re-
ally big on family, so the old sena-
tors that left, I still do talk to some 
of them.”
Wagner said her goals for Student 
Senate include updating the orga-
nization’s website and social media 
and making Student Government 
more engaged, important and nec-
essary.
Wagner’s experiences include be-
ing the vice president of Phi Beta 
Lambda, a member of the American 
Marketing Association, having three 
internships and being the chair of 
the business affairs committee.
“This is one organization that ac-
tually makes a difference on cam-
pus,” Wagner said. “I’m passionate 
about being a speaker because I’m 
passionate about Eastern.”
If elected as speaker, Wagner said 
she plans to have senators use per-
sonal recruitment to fill the senate.
 “I think you guys will enjoy 
working with me a lot more because 
I’m willing to listen to your ideas 
and help you guys out with your 
goals,” Wagner said.
Both nominees agreed senator 
orientation is a critical part of Stu-
dent Senate that needs to be brought 
back to make sure the senators are as 
informed as possible.
 After the speaker is elected by the 
senate the process of appointments 
will begin so there can be a full sen-
ate, which means having 30 mem-
bers. New members include Zach-
ary Cohen, Kevin Flasch, Kather-
ine Gallaher, Marisa Lanka, Ed-
wyn Mitchell, Alluluia Musabyima-
na, Jason Obermaier, William Out-
zen, Claude Abdoulaye-Pedila, Ran-
dy Prince, Abbie Sherman, Malcolm 
Simmons, JaLisa Smith and Jesse 
Winter.
Chrissy Miller can reached at 581-
2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu
Student Senate listen to speaker nominees
PAYTON BLAKNEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Felicia Wagner, junior marketing major, campaigns in front of the student senate Wednesday evening in Arcola/Tuscola room of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Union. Wagner was ‘Senator of the Semester’ in the fall semester as well as a member of the Bond Revenue Committee. Graduate student JaLisa Smith 
is another candidate for the Speaker of the Senate position.  Smith said she plans on using her experience in other organizations  to improve Student 
Government if given this new position. The senate will vote on the position during next Wednesday’s meeting. 
"Rather, change that balances our budgets and truly 
encourages economic growth and job creation,"
Dale Righter, State Senator
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LEASING FOR 2017-2018 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
916 Woodlawn Dr.(south 9th st) 
Great Views!  Great location! Great Staff! 
WWW.YOUNGSTOWNCHARLESTON.COM 
Gr eat Location near  Campus! South end of 9th Str eet in the Woods 
FEATURED UNITS-2BEDROOMS left! 
Units 310/316 2bd/1.5bth apt 
Unit 408 2bd/1bth townhouse 
Units 412/416/418 2bd/1bth with W&D  
Unit 505 2bd/1.5bth townhouse 
Unit 609 2bd/1bth apt 
Buildings 8/9/10 2bd/1.5bth townhouse 
 
217-345-2363 to schedule your personal showing!  
youngstownapts@consolidated.net  
LIKE us on Facebook @ Youngstown Apartments 
Sign a lease by 
MARCH 10 for  
our deposit 
special of $150/
person. 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — A 
plan to increase the income tax 
was adjusted upward slightly and 
a tax on services such as car repair 
and laundry surfaced Tuesday even 
as other parts of a monstrous Il-
linois Senate plan to end the na-
tion’s longest budget standoff ran 
into stiff opposition and skepti-
cism grew about its success in a 
floor vote.
The Senate’s buzz saw approach 
— promised bipartisan action by 
month’s  end — to breeching a 
nearly two-yearlong budget stale-
mate with Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner sputtered immediately on 
the day the 13-measure package 
of legislation was vetted in public 
hearings. Democrats who control 
the Senate announced there would 
be no committee votes — endorse-
ments to send legislation to the 
floor — but that they’d take testi-
mony and take a different tack to 
a full chamber vote anyway.
It’s a mammoth proposal, with 
everything from the income tax 
increase down to allowing voters 
more leeway in merging or elim-
inat ing sometimes super f luous 
units of local government. But the 
problem is mammoth: An estimat-
ed end-of-year deficit of $5.3 bil-
lion in June, $11 billion in past-
due bills to vendors and service-
providers, and a gap of $130 bil-
lion in what’s needed to pay retir-
ees promised pensions.
On top of  that ,  Rauner  and 
Democrat s  have  spar red  s ince 
2015 on how to fashion a budget 
plan. Rauner insists on changing 
the law to benefit business, lim-
it union power and crimp politi-
cians’ power. Democrats say those 
discussions should take place apart 
from how much to raise taxes and 
cut spending to balance the books.
Rauner’s budget office released 
an analysis last week that the Sen-
ate plan only reduced the year-end 
deficit by $1 billion. But neither 
Republicans nor Democrats were 
surprised, knowing it  wil l  take 
several years to dig the state out 
of the red. Nonetheless, Olym-
pia Fields Democratic Sen. Toi 
Hutchinson presented an income-
tax plan that increases the person-
al rate from 3.75 percent to 4.99 
percent, instead of 4.75 percent as 
previously proposed.
And there was no mention of a 
previously suggested tax on sug-
ary drinks, which drew immediate 
corporate criticism. But Hutchin-
son's revenue plan include a first-
ever 5 percent excise tax on ser-
vices such as car repair, landscap-
ing or laundry. With a corporate 
income tax rate increase of 7 per-
cent, up from 5.25 percent, the 
state would get $6.5 billion more 
a year.
Senate proposal met with stiff opposition
By Kennedy Nolen 
Multicultural Reporter| @KennedyNolenEIU
To kick off the first SafeZone 
training of the semester, “Safe-
Zone Core” will give participants 
a basic knowledge about gender 
and sexual diversity.
This training sess ion wil l  be 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday in the 
Martinsville Room of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.
Jessica Ward, coordinator for 
the EIU Center for Gender and 
Sexual Diversity, said the group 
will discuss heterosexual privilege 
and gender privilege. 
The program is for anyone who 
is a part of the gender and sexu-
al diversity community or for any-
one interested in being an ally or 
advocate.
An ally is someone chosen by a 
member of the gender and sexual 
diversity community to help them 
whenever possible. 
An advocate is  someone who 
campaigns in favor of the commu-
nity, Ward said.
Ward said the SafeZone pro-
gram has been around for nearly 
seven years and was revamped last 
semester, with the introduction of 
many training sessions.
Different training sessions be-
ing offered this semester include 
Trans 101, Bisexual/Pansexual, 
Black LGBTQA+, Asexual, LG-
BTQA+ History and Beyond By-
stander. 
Upon comple t ing  Sa f eZone 
Core, participants get the choice 
to take a SafeZone sticker to stick 
on their windows or doors to let 
students know they are able to 
talk to them without judgment, 
Ward said.
Ward said she wants students 
coming from a minority back-
ground, those in the gender and 
sexual diversity community and 
everyone in general to feel safe 
when they see the SafeZone stick-
er around campus.
The ultimate goal of the train-
ings is to make people aware of 
how diverse people are and to ed-
ucate them, Ward said. 
She said the Gender and Sexu-
al Diversity Advisory Committee 
hopes to clear up misconceptions 
and explain ideas that some peo-
ple may not understand.
SafeZone training will also be 
taking place at the EIUnity Di-
versity Conference in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Union on Friday, 
Feb. 3.
Sessions at the conference will 
include SafeZone Core, Beyond 
Bystander and Trans 101. 
Ward said the training session 
will be a safe place for those to ask 
questions and anyone is free to at-
tend.
Those interested in attending 
SafeZone Core or the SafeZone 
training sessions at the EIUni-
ty Diversity Conference can both 
sign up online.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
SafeZone training starting Thursday
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
Students who complete SafeZone Core will receive a sticker to put on their 
windows or doors. These stickers will let students within in the LGBTQA 
community know that they are in a judgment free environment. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8:00-8:45 
AM (AR)
Ultimate 
Conditioning                             
Danielle 
Ultimate 
Conditioning  
Danielle 
4:00-4:25 
PM (AR)
4:30-4:55 
PM (AR)
5:00-5:25 
PM (AR)
Rock Bottom    
Madeline
5:30-5:55 
PM (AR)
HIIT FIT                              
Madeline 
6:00-6:25 
PM (AR)
6:30-6:55 
PM (AR)
7:00-7:45 
PM (AR)
Overdrive Toning     
Madeline
Training Day           
Holly
Overdrive Toning              
Madeline
8:00-8:45 
AM (DS)
Sunrise Yoga               
Tyler
Sunrise Yoga              
Kristi
Sunrise Yoga              
Vidhi
Sunrise Yoga             
Kristi
4:30-4:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                   
Anastasiya
Step N' Sculpt              
Anastasiya
5:00-5:25 
PM (DS)
Power Yoga             
Kristi
5:30-5:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                
Kristi
6:00-6:45 
PM (DS)
Yoga                       
Vidhi
Yoga                   
Tyler
Yoga                                   
Jenna
Yoga                                      
Tyler
6:30-7:25 
AM (CS)
Cycle                     
LeAnn
Cycle                   
LeAnn
4:00-4:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                
Vidhi
Cycle                   
Tyler
5:00-5:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                                     
Danielle
6:00-6:45 
PM (CS)
Cycle                  
Ashley
Kickboxing                                    
LeAnn & Danielle
Evaluations are 
availale at every 
class. Please let 
us know how we 
are doing and 
what else you 
would like to 
see!
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE - JUST DROP IN!
Follow us on 
Instagram for 
updates: 
@eiugroupfitness
Werk!                                     
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                    
Kara
Werk!                                                 
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                     
Holly
Barre Burn                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                    
Holly
Werk!                 
Ashley
Body Bar                              
Anastasiya 
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Traning Day       
Kara
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Kickboxing          
LeAnn & Danielle
SRC GROUP FITNESS SCHEDULE
Spring 2017
Classroom: AR = Aerobics Room     CS = Cycling Studio     DS = Dance Studio   
The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 
all things EIU!
Check the 
sports section 
tomorrow for 
all your
Panther
updates!
K ALYN HAYSLET T | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior marketing major Sierra Murray chooses the pastry that looks the best during the Country Cheese and 
More food tasting Wednesday morning in the Martin Luther King Jr. Union. Country Cheese and More recently 
began selling pastries in Java Beanery and Bakery January. The owner Nicola Pearce and Sydnie Hansel, in fore-
ground, restocked the raspberry muffins while answering questions and describing the available options. 
Local business teams up with Java bakery
By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_news
Students and staff  no longer 
have to travel to Arthur for mon-
ster cookies, raspberry muffins or en-
ergy bits.
Country Cheese and More Com-
pany will now sell their pastries 
at Java Beanery and Bakery in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. 
Steve Purdy, junior marketing ma-
jor, proposed the partnership idea 
to the co-owners Paul and Nicola 
Pearce during his marketing intern-
ship. 
“In the interview for the intern-
ship, that was one of my main sell-
ing points-that I am going to get you 
into Eastern Illinois,” Purdy said. “I 
had it in my mind that it was go-
ing to happen and it seemed like it 
worked out for me.” 
Purdy first pitched his idea to 
Kristin Hupp, director of Panther 
Catering and Hupp had another in-
terview with the owners.
Purdy said he did not have any 
real experience pitching marketing 
ideas before meeting with Hupp, but 
he allowed his drive to see Country 
Cheese and More succeed overpow-
er his nerves. 
 “One, it was my first real time 
selling an idea, two, I never sat down 
with people who were in a posi-
tion above me and kind of get inter-
viewed,” Purdy said. “It was definite-
ly nerve-racking but then I met with 
them and they are great people.”
Java will now purchase items from 
Country Cheese and More week-
ly and will alternate between which 
pastries from the bakery it will sell 
to coincide with the season and what 
customers prefer.
“It was just exciting knowing that 
I helped build a relationship that 
could benefit the business for years 
to come,” Purdy said.
The partnership will increase both 
companies’ revenue and it has always 
been Nicola Pearce’s goal to bring 
their product to her husband’s alma 
mater, Pearce said.
 “We started the partnership for 
several reasons. One, my husband 
is an alum and we started a market-
ing internship with Steve. Its just a 
great way to introduce our product 
to students,” Nicola Pearce said. “It’s 
a piece of home you have been miss-
ing.”
Wednesday morning was the de-
but of the partnership where stu-
dents and staff tried free pastry sam-
ples combined with two different 
teas offered at Java.
Country Cheese and More has 
been open for 12 years but it has 
only been for the last two years that 
Paul and Nicola Pearce have owned 
it. 
Paul Pearce is mainly in charge of 
the finances while Nicola is control 
of the food preparation. 
The restaurant offers cheeses, 
breads, sandwiches, salsa and daily 
soup specials.  
 “We definitely try to keep it up 
to date and draw more customers in 
by having a surplus of items,” Pur-
dy said.
The products are all made from 
fresh and natural ingredients.  
 “It’s definitely got its perks, work-
ing at a bakery. It’s really awesome 
being able to say that this (product) 
is amazing, you need to try it and 
believing that they are going to love 
it,” Purdy said.
The business’ next goal is to get 
their products sold in the union’s 
food court, Purdy said. 
This is the first year the business 
had a marketing internship but they 
have culinary internships. 
Pearce said the business will con-
tinue to look for interns that can 
bring fresh ideas to its  products and 
marketing efforts.
Kalyn Hayslett can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or kehayslett@eiu.edu.
“It was just exciting knowing that I helped build a relationship that could benefit 
the business for years to come,”
-Steve Purdy , junior marketing major
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Cindy Huff
Letters to the Editor
Have an opinion about today’s coverage? 
Already feeling the pressure from the new 
administration? Send your letters to the edi-
tor (250 words or fewer) to Shelby Niehaus 
at opinions.den@gmail.com. Please allow 
several days for your piece to see print.
Driverless cars bring possible problems
Marriage is 
a promise, 
not a guess Student government represents the campus
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Megan Ivey
Night Owl
Last week, I saw a video while surfing 
through my newsfeed that connected self-
driving cars to the ethical dilemma called the 
Trolley Problem. 
The Trolley Problem, first developed by 
philosopher Philippa Foot, has been adapt-
ed throughout time. However, the essence of 
the problem remains the same. 
Imagine you are near a railroad with a 
train approaching two sets of tracks. On its 
current track, Track A, there are five work-
ers unaware of the train. On the other track, 
Track B, there is one worker. You are stand-
ing near a lever which could change the 
train’s direction from Track A to Track B. Do 
you pull the lever, saving five lives while sac-
rificing one? 
The situation touches on utilitarianism. 
Although the theory can be expanded, in 
this example it means saving more lives, no 
matter the cost, is the better option.
While I am no expert in ethical dilemmas 
or philosophy, this question and others sim-
ilar to it have been discussed in a couple of 
my courses. I thought of it as an intriguing 
question, but not one I would have to defin-
itively answer. It is almost comical to think 
of myself randomly approaching a train track 
and walking into this scenario. 
The video, which described the above sce-
nario I was familiar with, ended with a sur-
prising notion. It said this idea of utilitari-
anism could be applied to self-driving cars. 
Until viewing the video, I thought this prob-
lem was to help individuals develop their 
own morals, not to be determined by an en-
tire society.
I can see the revised question now: You 
are riding in an autonomous car and see 
f ive people walking across  an intersec-
tion, leaving you without enough time to 
brake. Is the car programmed to sacrifice 
the vehicle and your own safety by crash-
ing into a nearby obstacle, or does it contin-
ue, injuring five pedestrians in the process? 
The unlikely train situation could become an 
everyday reality with the new invention. 
Self-driving cars are made partly to cre-
ate safer driving conditions. The dilemma 
is determining what is safe. It is easy to see 
why some believe sacrificing few for the sake 
of many is the right approach. At the same 
time, how much comfort would a person feel 
knowing they could be collateral damage for 
something out of their control? 
I wholeheartedly supported the invention 
before the video made this comparison. My 
best friend died in a car accident. There was 
no drunk driving and no distractions. Cars 
are dangerous, but unless something terrible 
happens to us or someone we know, we view 
them as a normal and vital part of transpor-
tation. I thought self-driving cars were the 
solution to this problem. I wanted to put my 
faith in a program to make driving safer. 
I never realized it could be at the cost of 
some humanity. Human error is inevitable, 
but at least each driver has control of his/her 
own actions. Utilitarianism not a wrong way 
of thinking, but it doesn’t align with my cur-
rent ideals. I know this now after thinking 
about it in a practical application.  
Self-driving cars are not an imagination. 
Just as my grandparents recall a time where 
they did not have a mobile phone, I believe 
I will tell a future generation about the days 
when I drove my own vehicle. 
Whether self-driving cars are in the near 
future or not, I think it is important to ques-
tion these ethical dilemmas and determine at 
what cost does technological advancements 
test our humanity. 
Megan Ivey is a senior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or mkivey@eiu.edu.
Marriage seem to be failing in the world 
today. People get married too young for var-
ious reasons, and the marriage starts falls 
apart after 6 months, or one year if they are 
lucky.  
Marriage has always been sort of a gamble, 
but today it seems the stakes are higher than 
they were in the past. I find that more and 
more of my married friends are headed for 
divorce court not too long after they vowed 
to love one another forever. 
I asked my friend Tamara why she was 
getting divorced after only 8 months and 
her reply was “I feel smothered, and he is no 
fun.” Well, do you think you would have re-
alized that before you got married? 
I think that some girls like my friend Ta-
mara get so caught up with planning that 
great big wedding that they forget what mar-
riage really means. Marriage is a life long 
commitment; it takes time to build a rela-
tionship that is going to flourish throughout 
the coming years. 
People look for a sense of fulfillment when 
they get married, and sometimes they as-
sume that something is missing in their lives 
and by getting married they will suddenly be 
fulfilled and close that gap. If you are ful-
filled within yourself, then the odds are that 
marriage is not going to meet your expecta-
tions. 
Some of the things that couples tend to 
forget are that marriage is a two-way street; 
you have to put in what you expect to get 
out in return. Time is a crucial factor in 
any marriage because you must make time 
for each other and talk things out so each of 
you will understand what your partner real-
ly wants or needs. 
Think of marriage as an investment. If 
you want a high rate of return, you have 
make sufficient deposits. So if you are think-
ing of rushing to the altar anytime soon, 
make sure that you really love, understand 
and respect your intended before you say “I 
do.”  
Marriage is made up of so many things. 
It is made up of many small acts of kindness 
and the little things that we can do for each 
other on a daily basis. It is made of laughter; 
if you can laugh through the good times and 
the bad together, you just might form a sol-
id foundation that gets stronger and stronger 
with each passing year.
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate stu-
dent. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clhuff2@eiu.edu.
Wednesday evening, student government 
swore in new student senators with the purpose 
of gaining members that will uphold the orga-
nization’s standards and continue to support the 
campus. 
Throughout the week, the campus communi-
ty was given the opportunity to vote for student 
senators that they believe will be an asset to the 
senate but that will also represent them properly. 
Approximately 14 students will have the 
chance to serve on committees, vote on different 
policies and enforce change throughout campus. 
These positions should not to be taken lightly 
by the members and should not be overlooked by 
the student body.
Even though the student senators had to get 
over 40 signatures and campaign for positions, 
their work has only just begin. 
According to reporter Chrissy Miller, during 
the next student government meeting the newly 
appointed senators will vote for the next Speak-
er of the Senate. 
As soon as the senators were sworn in, they 
were already given an important task of selecting 
between graduate student Jalisa Smith and mar-
keting major Felicia Wagner for the Speaker po-
sition. 
According the Miller’s story, the two Speaker 
of the Senate candidates gave speeches that has a 
plan of action. Each speaker has a vision for the 
position and has a method of implementation. 
Regardless of the student that is chosen for the 
position, we as a student body have to keep them 
accountable. 
Their decisions will impact every student on 
campus, so it is not just the task of the student 
government advisors and executive board mem-
bers to make sure they are properly do their jobs.
For example, one of the committees in the sen-
ate is apportionment. The members of the com-
mittee delegate how the money from student fees 
is divided and where the money will be used. 
These students have the power to allocate where 
our money goes. Knowing where and how much 
money goes to the different areas on campus 
should be enough to encourage the student body 
to pay attention to student government. 
It is the student body’s responsibility to attend 
the weekly student government meetings. Not 
only are you able to learn about what their in-
tended goals and actions, but at each meeting the 
audience has a chance to give input.
The Daily Eastern News staff believes that dur-
ing the student government meetings are the per-
fect time to share grievances and complaints. In-
stead of just complaining to your friends or sim-
ply ignoring a problem that you face on cam-
pus, share the concern with students who actual-
ly have the power to change it. The senate’s week-
ly meetings are Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the Arc-
ola/Tuscola Room on the third floor of the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr University Union. 
There is a misconception that student govern-
ment is only for political science majors or only 
for students who have an interest in politics. 
Having that passion for politics is an asset; how-
ever, it is not a requirement. 
But if students are interested in politics, there 
is no excuse not to get involved and run for stu-
dent senate next semester. 
From 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. yesterday, students 
could sign up for any RSO that matches an in-
terest, a skill or could provide professional experi-
ence. However, the attendance for Pantherpaloo-
za on Wednesday was scarce. The staff agreed that 
being involved helps develop a strong work ethic 
and helps each student put their thumbprint on 
the campus. Student government is a prime ex-
ample of how students worked hard to be a part 
of it, but their efforts paid off. 
It is difficult for members of student govern-
ment to enforce policies and implement change 
if there is no participation from the student body. 
So the next time you receive an email, respond, 
and the next time a ballot is opened, vote. You 
are obligated as a Panther to get involved, stay in-
formed and make a difference. 
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By Loren Dickson
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Even while he was still a student 
at Eastern, Luke Freeman, founder 
and president of Wizard Creations, 
knew something about the business 
industry.
“When I was at Eastern, I print-
ed T-shirts for fraternities and so-
rorities and would sell them,” Free-
man said. 
Having this experience led to 
Freeman’s business being featured 
on CNBC’s television show “Billion 
Dollar Buyer” on Tuesday, Jan. 17.
“Billion Dollar Buyer” is a se-
ries focused around an investor who 
meets with entrepreneurs to poten-
tially invest in their business.
During the episode, Freeman was 
able to show some of his business 
ideas.
“The night of the show we had 
a watch party of over 500 people. 
Some of the biggest businesses, me-
dia outlets and politicians from 
south Florida were there,” he said. 
“It was absolutely amazing.”
The next day, Wizard Creations, 
a Fort Lauderdale, Fla. company 
that specializes in brand merchan-
dising and corporate marketing, had 
their biggest sales day of all time.
“Our store was packed, people 
were calling, e-mailing and multi-
billion dollar companies walked 
into our office looking for deals,” 
Freeman said.
Freeman said the skills he learned 
from majoring in corporate com-
munications at Eastern prepared 
him for a career in entrepreneur-
ship. 
“It was the greatest major because 
it trained me to be extremely adap-
tive to every type of communication 
and dialogue I have,” he said.
Not long after graduating from 
Eastern in 2004, Freeman took his 
bachelor’s degree down to south 
Florida where he entered the corpo-
rate business world. 
While there, Freeman started 
working on his own business on the 
side. Around 2009, he started work-
ing on his business full-time.
“I always knew I was going to 
own my own business, just because 
I knew the industry so well,” Free-
man said.
Freeman said there were many 
16-hour days for him and his wife, 
Mara.
“I’ve built my business from the 
ground up,” Freeman said.
Miami Dolphins, Miami Heat, 
Florida Panthers, Habitat for Hu-
manity, the Make-a-Wish and Barry 
University are some of the organi-
zations that Wizard Creations does 
business with.
Freeman said he is able to train 
others, go to trade shows and be a 
market leader in the industry.
“I’m now working on the busi-
ness instead of in it,” Freeman said.
Freeman said now that his busi-
ness is successful, he can give back 
his time, money and energy.
“If you don’t take risks, you can’t 
grow. If you’re not growing, you’re 
dying. Every year Wizard Creations 
has grown. Every year I’ve taken a 
new risk,” he said.
Loren Dickson can be reached at 
581-2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.
Alumnus’ business to be showcased on CNBC program
By Chrissy Miller
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The Board of Trustees will have 
a new member this week with the 
appointment of P.J. Thompson, 
director of  a lumni re lat ions at 
McKendree University.
Thompson said he has been in-
volved with Eastern in some way 
for most of his life, from being 
a graduate assistant to being an 
event coordinator for Alumni Ser-
vices. 
Despite taking on a new role as 
a board member, Thompson said 
he does not think his relationship 
with the university will change, 
besides him taking on more re-
sponsibilities. 
Thompson said he was instru-
mental in implementing the first 
black alumni reunion on Eastern’s 
campus, which was his first expe-
rience with alumni relations.
“The best thing about the rela-
tionship I have with Eastern is the 
lessons that I’ve learned while I’ve 
been there,” he said. “Being on the 
Board of Trustees brings on some 
dif ferent responsibi l i t ies  but I 
have a strong affinity for EIU and 
there’s pretty much nothing that 
will change that.”
 Thompson said the professors 
at Eastern had a significant impact 
on the person he is. From Jeanetta 
Jones, who awarded him a schol-
arship and kept in close contact 
with him and the other recipients, 
to Karen Hartbank, a sociology 
professor he knew since he was 13 
years old who introduced him to 
the department, he said his experi-
ences with people at Eastern were 
positive. Thompson would even-
tually get his bachelor’s degree in 
sociology.
“Sociology is  everything. We 
live sociology every day,” Thomp-
son sa id .  “ There  a re  so  many 
things  I  have learned in those 
courses in that field of study that 
will apply to me being a member 
of the Board of Trustees.” 
Thompson said that 
he is excited to have this position 
and honor his alma mater. Mona 
Davenport, director of Minori-
ty Affairs, said Thompson was a 
student at Eastern when she start-
ed working here. Davenport said 
Thompson’s knowledge of the in-
stitution as an employee in Alum-
ni Services, a student and a leader 
helps him bring a unique perspec-
tive to being a board member. 
“PJ served as a cheerleader so 
he is even experienced in athlet-
ics,” Davenport said. “That expe-
rience coupled with knowledge of 
institutional policies in the pri-
vate sector will aid in his diverse 
experience.” Darren Hendrickson, 
chair of the sociology department, 
said he was excited to see some-
one from the department be on 
the board. 
“We’re always excited to see our 
alumns do well and are certainly 
excited to have one who wants to 
come back and help out the insti-
tution,” Hendrickson said. 
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-
2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
New BOT member has relationship with Eastern
» Local
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“When he started mentioning 
these, he should have mentioned 
all nine of them,”Phillips said. 
Glassman said it does not con-
cern him that only the two pub-
lic research universities were men-
tioned in the Governor’s address, 
however, he would have appreci-
ated an acknowledgement of all 
public universities.
He said he expected a mention 
of the importance of higher ed-
ucation to the state, but expects 
that funding will be more likely 
covered in February’s Budget Ad-
dress.
“I believe that both the Gover-
nor and the General Assembly are 
committed to funding higher ed-
ucation. It is the level of fund-
ing that is of question,” Glassman 
said.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 per-
sons needed for 1837 11th Street. 
Close to campus. $300 per person. 
Will negotiate price. Garbage in-
cluded, snow removal. No money 
down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers, pet de-
posit required. Call or text
 (217) 728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
location, Village Rentals 
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/03
Looking for 5-6 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/03
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom apartments,  as low as 
$222.50. Some close to campus Car-
lyle Apartments. (217) 348-77446 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/10
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017. 
Great locations. Please contact us 
for more information. 
(217) 348-8249  or visit our
website at  ppwrentals.com 
________________________ 3/13
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. 
Call or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
10 Year Price Rollback!  
2BR for 2 = $500. 
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017 
½ Block to Lantz 
Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
Earth Education
ACROSS
 1 Hitchcock, for 
one
 5 Leave rolling in 
the aisles
 9 Divulge
13 Women’s beauty 
magazine
14 Zilch
15 Army V.I.P.
16 Islands attire
18 Certain football 
pass
19 Bright-eyed
20 Fencing option
21 Huge
22 Narrow valley
23 Buddy
24 TV character who 
says “You know 
I wouldn’t talk in 
front of anyone 
but you”
25 Like some sex
30 Support group 
for adolescents
32 What may be 
dispensed from a 
dispenser
33 Phone button
34 International 
prize first 
awarded to 
Stephen Hawking 
in 1979
37 Claim
38 Things that may 
all be off
39 Conclude 
negotiations
40 Taverns and such
42 Buildup behind a 
dam
43 ___ bran
44 Pirate captain 
mentioned in 
Poe’s “The Gold-
Bug”
45 With 42-Down, 
home 
construction 
material … or 
a hint to this 
puzzle’s theme
49 Modest skirt
50 Perfect
53 Whales like 
the one in 
“Moby-Dick”
54 Prudish
56 Checks for the 
ex
57 Actor Ken
58 Like 
arrangements for 
some wedding 
receptions
59 Pilgrims John 
and Priscilla
60 Leader between 
Mao and Jiang
61 Not dressy
DOWN
 1 Arctic shipping 
hazard
 2 Region in 
western Germany
 3 Part of Q.E.D.
 4 From abroad?
 5 Took potshots 
(at)
 6 Actress Sophia
 7 A penny is a 
small one
 8 Word cried 15 
times in a row 
by Meg Ryan in 
“When Harry Met 
Sally …”
 9 Not a knockoff
10 Inner: Prefix
11 Some aerial 
show formations
12 Bungles
15 Melancholy
17 Moon of Saturn 
that’s a French 
woman’s name
21 Brunch option
22 Fairy tale sister
23 Teacher’s 
handfuls
24 Database 
manager’s option
25 Writes on a blog
26 One of the 
founders of 
Westworld, 
on HBO’s 
“Westworld”
27 Prepare for 
framing again, 
say
28 Fingered
29 Big-selling 
Procter & 
Gamble product
30 Competent
31 Course 
requirements?
32 Dog in the 
funnies
35 Girder also 
known as a 
rolled-steel joist
36 Victor’s cry
41 Punk
42 See 45-Across
44 Competitor of 
Sapporo
45 Competitor of 
eBay
46 Act out
47 A party to
48 Rennes 
rejections
49 Lounging slipper
50 “To Live and Die 
___” (1985 film)
51 God, in Granada
52 Neutral shade
54 Peeved, 
informally
55 Steelers’ grp.
PUZZLE BY MARK MACLACHLAN
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JADE MELLON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Earthwise President Trevor Levingston, a senior psychology major, talks to Maddie Ragsdale, a freshman pre physical 
therapy major, about the different things that Earthwise has to offer to the campus. On Wednesday Panther Palooza offered 
a platform for registered student organizations to co municate with and recruit students on campus in the Martin Luther 
King Jr Union. Students interested in Earthwise can attend their weekly meetings at 5 p.m. Thursday in room 2040 of the Life 
Sciences Building.
Avoid the clutter, 
read the DEN online!
www.dennews.com
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 By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Not only does Indiana University have 
home track advantage this Friday and Satur-
day, it also has a notable season under the 
belt so far. 
Indiana will be the team Eastern needs 
to watch out for at the Indiana Relays this 
weekend.
The Hoosiers opened their indoor sea-
son at home, and several athletes shattered 
school records in the process.
In the women’s 5,000-meter run, Kather-
ine Receveur set the Indiana school record 
with her time of 15 minutes, 50.30 seconds. 
Bryce Miller is now the Hoosiers’ eighth 
all-time 5,000-meter runner after finishing 
the race in 13:59.04.
Willie Morrison broke a 20-year record af-
ter he tossed the shot put 63 feet, 10.5 inch-
es. 
Brenna Calder set a school record in the 
1,000-meter run as well.
Indiana’s second home meet was a faceoff 
with the University of Tennessee in a duals 
meet. 
The men’s team took a decisive victo-
ry over Tennessee, earning 71.5 points over 
Tennessee’s 49.5 points. The Hoosier women 
toppled their counterparts 65-53. 
Indiana shined in field events where the 
men earned 12 top-five finishes and the 
women took home 11.
The Hoosiers once again dominated their 
opponents in their third meet of the season 
when they took on Big 10 opponent Purdue. 
The men earned 91 points over the Boil-
ermakers 43, and the women upset 10th-
ranked Purdue with a 73-62 win.
Indiana was also recently ranked first in 
dual meets by trackandfieldnews.com. 
Although the ranking admittedly has no 
bearing on the team’s successes, it does indi-
cate that the team is being recognized for its 
performances so far this season.
How does Eastern stack up
The Eastern men have won one meet this 
season while the women have placed as high 
as second in one of the three indoor compe-
titions. 
However, individuals on each team have 
had stand out performances in their respec-
tive events.
Sophomore shot putter Adam Kessler has 
been a leader in the event as he has earned 
first place finishes in both of Eastern’s home 
meets. 
Kessler threw his personal best indoor 
throw at the John Craft Invite, where he 
threw for 54’08”.
Senior thrower Bryn Buckwalter took 
first in the shot put and weight throw at 
the invite as well. She threw a record-break-
ing 49’07.75” in shot put and 57’11.25” in 
weight throw this season.
Senior Riley McInerney has been stellar 
in the mile run and the 3,000-meter run as 
well. McInerney recently snatched the eighth 
place school record in the 3,000-meter run 
as he ran the race in 8:15.75 at the Illini 
Classic in mid-January.
Senior Jamal Robinson was less than a sec-
ond away from his personal-best time at the 
John Craft Invite where he covered 200 me-
ters in 22.49 seconds.
Eastern has fared well against tough oppo-
nents in the duration of the season but will 
need to bring its best competition and per-
formances to Bloomington on Friday and 
Saturday.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached 
at 581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Indiana main competition for Eastern
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Anita Saffa competes during the EIU Early Bird Invite  Dec. 9, 2016, at the Lantz Field-
house. Saffa finished in 2nd place in the 60-meter dash at the indoor season opening meet.
By Parker Valentine
Women’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
 The Eastern women’s tennis team is com-
ing off a season opening win against South-
ern Illinois-Carbondale 5-2.
The Panthers’ wins came from senior Kel-
ly Iden, sophomore Shristi Slaria, fresh-
man Stella Cliffe and senior Kamile Stadal-
ninkaite in singles play. The teams of Iden 
and Cliffe and Stadalninkaite and junior 
Grace Summers notched the Panther victo-
ries in doubles.
The Panthers are now looking forward to 
their matches, set to start this weekend.
“We  are   ver y   exc i t ed   a f te r   our   suc-
c e s s   a g a i n s t   S I U   C a r b o n d a l e .   How -
ever,   we  wi l l   remain   focused   in   prac -
t i c e   th i s   week   and   con t inue   improv -
ing .   We   l ook  fo r wa rd   to   ou r   ma t ch-
es next weekend,” said Iden.
The Panthers start their weekend this Fri-
day against Dayton, with their first match 
beginning at 5 p.m. 
Dayton is coming into this match after 
suffering a season opening loss to Wright 
State (3-4). 
The Flyers finished the 2016 spring season 
with a record of 14-9. 
Dayton then went 1-1 in the Atlantic 10 
Conference tournament, losing to VCU (0-
4) after defeating Fordham University (4-3).
The Flyers are a veteran group with four 
seniors and three juniors on the 11-player 
roster. 
With more than half the roster having 
over two years of experience, the Panthers 
know they must be sharp and intangibly 
sound.
The group is led by junior stand out Jade 
Kawamoto, who made second team All-A-10 
with an overall record of 16-4 in singles play 
last season.
The last  t ime the Panthers competed 
against Dayton was in the 2015 spring sea-
son, where they defeated the Flyers 4-3.
The Panthers continue their weekend on 
Saturday against Dayton’s week one oppo-
nent, Wright State, starting at 2:30 p.m.
Wright State is coming off a sweep by the 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish (7-0) after de-
feating Dayton last weekend (4-3).
Junior Karoline Haller, who made first 
team all-horizon-league as a sophomore, 
leads the Raiders. Haller finished with a re-
cord of 23-14 majorly from the No. 1 spot 
in the 2015-2016 season.
The Panthers are in unfamiliar territory 
against Wright State as none of the athletes 
on the current roster have competed against 
the Raiders.
 Parker Valentine can be reached 
at 581-2812 or at pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Panthers ready for matchup with Dayton
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Losing streak continues 
Belmont hands Eastern fifth straight loss 77-64 at Lantz arena
By Maher Kawash 
Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
When it comes to a team that has 
consistently dominated the Ohio 
Valley Conference such as Belmont, 
there is not much room for error, 
and that was the case for the East-
ern men’s basketball team Wednes-
day night. 
The Panthers were able to stay the 
course with Belmont throughout the 
first half as they trailed by just four 
heading into halftime. 
But after Belmont made eight of 
its next nine 3-pointers, there was no 
coming back for Eastern in the 77-
64 defeat as the Bruins won their 
10th game in a row for good reason. 
That has just been the case for 
the Panthers as at times they play 
so well, but the next they fall into 
a horrid stretch that costs them the 
game. 
And that is exactly what Eastern 
coach Jay Spoonhour said as the tal-
ent on the Panthers is there but the 
team is just going through some-
thing tough right now. 
It also does not help what Bel-
mont team came into Lantz Arena 
Wednesday night. The Bruins are ri-
diculously good from deep and that 
showed in the first few minutes of 
the second half as they sank four 
consecutive 3-pointers to make a 
statement. 
“We do get into a deals where we 
don’t have enough poise during the 
games,” Spoonhour said. “We have 
had too many times where we get 
ahead or behind and start playing 
differently, and that’s what we have 
to get fixed and figured out.”
After a tough non-conference 
stretch from deep for Belmont, the 
team still leads the OVC in 3-point-
ers made per game and that was 
clearly the game plan against East-
ern. 
Stretches like that are just hard to 
overcome for Eastern and especial-
ly against a team in Belmont which 
has continued its undefeated streak 
in conference play. 
With their fifth straight loss, it 
has come pretty close to being pan-
ic time for a Panther team that was 
projected to finish second in its divi-
sion this season. 
“You’re halfway through your con-
ference season, and I don’t know if 
it’s panic team but it’s pretty close.” 
Spoonhour said. “I don’t want anar-
chy but I want healthy panic.”
Despite being at the bottom of the 
conference right now, junior Muu-
sa Dama said the locker room is still 
confident in what they can do and 
the mentality has to be to win out in 
the team’s final eight games. 
Dama showed that on the court as 
well by posting a double-double with 
12 points and 15 rebounds as well 
as guarding Evan Bradds, one of the 
conference’s best players.
The Panthers did not play all 
that bad against Belmont and the 
13-point differential to end the game 
really does not show all that hap-
pened. 
Eastern is essentially right there, 
but a 1-7 record in the OVC and five 
straight losses, just makes that hard 
to prove. 
“I’m proud of how we fought and 
it is not easy for these guys right 
now,” Spoonhour said. “They know 
that they can be a good team and 
they know they have been a good 
team, and it’s just a tough thing 
when stuff you’ve been doing well 
and you all of a sudden can’t find it.” 
Eastern will get its shot to turn 
things around Saturday against 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Margin of error too small for Panthers
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Junior Muusa Dama slams a basket home in the first half of Eastern’s 77-64 
loss to Belmont Thursday at Lantz Arena.
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Senior Demetrius McReynolds drives to the basket against Belmont defenders in the second half Wednesday at Lantz Arena. McReynolds scored 20 
points, hauled in 6 rebounds in 32 minutes in Eastern’s 77-64 loss.
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Within the first 10 minutes of 
the second half, Belmont shot seven 
3-pointers and made all of them. The 
hot start turned a 4-point deficit at the 
end of the half into a 56-44 deficit an 
eventually a 77-64 for loss for Eastern. 
The loss drops the Panthers to 1-7 in 
Ohio Valley Conference play. 
The Panthers limited the Bruins to 
eight 3-point attempts in the first half. 
Belmont went on to shoot 8-9 in the 
second half from beyond the arc and 
finished the game 11-19. 
Junior Muusa Dama said the reason-
ing for the Bruin’s hot 3-point shooting 
to start the half was because Belmont 
started with its big men on the outside, 
forcing Eastern to stay on them when 
they both cut to avoid an open layup, 
but in turn left open a 3-point shooter. 
While the 3-pointers hurt Eastern 
Wednesday night, all in all, it has been 
the same story for almost all of OVC 
play: Eastern just cannot get shots to 
fall. 
With 6:18 left in the game, Eastern 
trailed by just six points and had more 
than two opportunities to get the game 
closer and even tied. 
Juniors Terrell Lewis and Ray Cross-
land both missed open 3-point looks. 
“We got wide open looks and just 
didn’t make them,” coach Jay Spoon-
hour said. “And the reality is, you got 
to jump up and make them, but I’m 
proud of how we fought.”
And it has also happened more times 
than just Wednesday, but the Panthers 
have spells of “lack of poise” Spoonhour 
called it, where the Panthers try to do a 
bit too much and that leads to the lack 
of offense. 
“During the games we have spells of 
not enough poise where we think ‘this 
shot I’m taking is going to be worth 11 
points,” Spoonhour said. “That’s kind 
of thing that you have to learn, but 
sometimes you will have to already have 
learned that you have to poise.” 
The example for Wednesday was 
Eastern having the lead by eight points 
with 9:16 left in the first half, but they 
changed the way they played, Spoon-
hour said. Belmont had an 18-8 run in 
the final 7:10. 
Although Belmont was hitting 3’s at 
will, the toughest test was going to be 
for Dama guarding one of the OVC’s 
top scorers and big men, Evan Bradds. 
He averages 20 points per game. He 
scored 23 Wednesday, but for the most 
part, Dama held his own. 
Dama had four blocks Wednesday 
night, putting him second all-time on 
the Eastern single-season block list. He 
is 11 blocks away from breaking Erick 
Frankford’s 1995 record of 55 blocks. 
“Since the last game, coach told me 
‘your next matchup is going to be the 
biggest matchup of the year because 
(Bradds) is averaging 20 points,” Dama 
said. “Since then I was getting mental-
ly ready for him. I respect him, I think 
he’s a really good player.”
As well as Dama handled Bradds, 
Eastern still lost and dropped to 1-7 
and has a very small margin for error. 
One more loss could seal the Panthers’ 
fate of missing the OVC Tournament. 
“I don’t know if its panic time, but 
it’s pretty close to panic time,” Spoon-
hour said. “I don’t want anarchy, but I’d 
like some healthy panic.”
Eastern will host winless Southern Il-
linois Edwardsville Saturday. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
